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INTRODUCTION. 



This Volume contains a record of the transactions of 
the Society from the annual meeting in April, 1835, to 
the monthly meeting in March, 1855, inclusive, complet- 
ing the work contemplated by the Committee on the 
Early Proceedings, as expressed in their Introduction 
to the first volume, to which reference is here made. 
As in that volume, so in this, nothing of importance or 
of interest has been omitted from the original records. 
Notes have been made to the text where they were 
thought to be needed, and letters and documents on 
file have been freely introduced, wherever they were 
thought to be appropriate. 

Memoirs which had not been written of deceased 
Resident Members, for the period covered by this vol- 
ume, eighteen in number, are here supplied; and, as 
in the former volume, brief sketches are given, in a 
note at the close of the volume, of those members who 
either resigned their membership or lost it by removal 
from the State. 

A heliotype of the portrait of President Thomas Lin- 
dall Winthrop, from a painting by Osgood, and one of 
his successor, President James Savage, from a painting 
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by Wight, both in the Society's collection, are given in 
this volume ; also, a heliotype of the picture in the So- 
ciety's gallery, known as that of John Rogers, the martyr. 

The heliotype frontispiece of the volume is a reduced 
copy of a large photograph taken by Whipple on the 
17th of May, 1855, which was the most numerous 
group ever attempted by the photographer in that 
early infancy of the art. 

The group comprises twenty-six members of the 
Society, including those most venerable and distin- 
guished at that period, together with several of the 
younger officers. It was proposed by Mr. Winthrop, 
who had then just been elected President, as a compli- 
mentary memorial of his immediate predecessor, the 
Hon. James Savage, who had retired from the Presi- 
dency at the previous annual meeting, after a faithful 
service of fourteen years. 

Mr. Savage is represented as seated in the centre, in 
his accustomed President's chair, — the old Governor 
Winslow chair, — having before him, on a stand, the 
Indian King Philip's samp-bowl, — then used by the 
Society as a ballot box, — and with the venerable Josiah 
Quincy and Jared Sparks on his right hand, and Chief 
Justice Shaw and Edward Everett on his left. Many 
of the members were absent from the city, and more 
than one arrived too late to be included.* 



* Mr. Ticknor came in at the last moment, just as the instrument was about 
to be uncovered and applied, when Mr. Winthrop, the newly-elected President, 
rose at once and insisted on giving him a chair, retiring to the rear himself. 
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Of the twenty-six who were present only eight are 
now living, — three of those sitting, and six of those 
standing. A key to the picture may be given as fol- 
lows : — 

James Savage, 
Josiah Quincy, Lemuel Shaw, 

Jared Sparks, Edward Everett, 

John C. Gray, William H. Prescott, 

Rev. William Jenks, Daniel A. White, 

Nathan Appleton, David Sears, 

Rev. J. B. Felt, Abbott Lawrence, 

Charles Francis Adams, Rev. G. W. Blagden, 

George Ticknor. 

The above are sitting. 

In the rear are standing, in the order in which they 
are named (beginning on Mr. Savage's right), Rev. 
Chandler Robbins, Charles Deane, Richard Frothing- 
ham, Nathaniel B. Shurtleff, Joseph Willard, Rev. W. 
P. Lunt, Rev. S. K. Lothrop, Rev. Geo. E. Ellis, George 
S. Hillard, and Robert C. Winthrop. 

The number of Resident Members was at that time 
limited to sixty, so that nearly half the members were 
included in the group. The absence of the late George 
Livermore, one of the most valued members, then and 
until his death, was greatly regretted. 

In the Introduction to the first volume, the editors 
brought together whatever of authentic material they 
could find concerning the formation of the Society 
previous to the meeting when the organization took 
place. Since that volume was published, an incidental 
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reference to the Society in its inchoate state has been 
found in a letter of Dr. John Eliot to Dr. Benjamin 
Trumbull, of Connecticut (as we suppose), dated Dec. 
11, 1790 ; and it seems to us of sufficient interest to be 
printed here as an addition to and forming part of what 
is there given. The letter is in a volume of Holmes 
Papers in the Society's Library, the address and con- 
cluding part being gone. It relates principally to the 
subject of an ecclesiastical history of the country, which 
Dr. Eliot expresses the purpose of writing ; it then pro- 
ceeds, — 

"A number of us in this town have collected manuscripts and 
books and have lately formed a society which we have called the His- 
torical Society, because it comprehends every thing relating to this 
country, — its antiquities, its history, civil, natural, and ecclesiastical. 
We confine our attention here, and hence are we different from the 
Academy and other literary societies. To pursue one particular sub- 
ject is the only way of succeeding. We mean to confine our atten- 
tion to this business of collecting things which will illustrate the 
history of our country. 

" The five who meet together for this purpose are Mr. Belknap 
and Mr. Winthrop, Mr. Thacher, Judge Tudor, and myself. 

" We have added five members, and mean to increase our number 
still, though never to exceed 25, except we introduce some gentlemen 
from other States, — though we wish such a circle was in every State 
of the Union. By making the number extensive, or very honorable, 
it may be less useful. By honorable (perhaps there is need of ex- 
planation) I mean such members as are chosen into other societies 
merely to do honor unto the institution or to receive honor from it. 
Every person shall be under obligation to assist in the business of the 
Society." 

The interesting fact is here disclosed that the five 
persons who " first associated " were in the habit of 
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meeting together in 1790 (of course after Dr. Belknap's 
" plan " of the 27th of August, printed in the Intro- 
duction to Vol. I. at p. xii, was drawn up) for historical 
purposes, and that the five other members, making to- 
gether the ten " founders," had been added to their 
number before the close of this year. As no records of 
these early meetings were kept, or, at least, have been 
preserved, we have as yet no means of knowing when, 
where, or how often these meetings were held. Dr. 
Eliot's interleaved almanac for 1790 contains no men- 
tion of any meeting. In his almanac for 1791, he 
makes this entry, under the date of January, — " The 
Historical Society met at Col. Tudor's house, Jan. 24, 
and chose their officers." This record implies that the 
Historical Society was regarded by the writer as having 
had an existence before the meeting at Col. Tudor's 
house which " the members present agreed to consider 
... as the first meeting." 

CHARLES DEANE, | Committee of 
CHARLES C. SMITH, j Plication. 

Boston, April 8, 1880. 



